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(See Continuation Sheet)

Building 3727 is a concrete block structure with a concrete floor and flat roof.  The building dimensions are 37.1 ft. by 23.2 ft.  The walls are one foot thick concrete and the 
building sits on a poured concrete foundation.  The south wall contains a tall metal double door which leads to the vault and vault foyer, and a single metal door leading to the 
mechanical/electrical room.  The west wall has no distinct features other than a metal electrical box.  The east wall also contains a metal electrical box and a few metal pipes 
connecting in various locations to the building.  The north wall has no distinct features.  This building contains no windows. 

The building is accessed through the double doors on the south wall.  This door leads to the vault foyer, a room which is a buffer between the outside of the building and the 
vault door.  This room contains a half-ton hoist on a ceiling track that runs north-south between the double doors and the wall just to the east of the vault door.  Electrical and 
other control boxes are located on the walls of the foyer along with piping on the walls and ceiling.  The actual vault is accessed through a thick metal combination door.  The 
northwest corner of the vault is enclosed with metal wire locked fencing that reaches from the floor to ceiling.  Inside the fencing are several boxes containing classified 
documents which will be destroyed.  The remainder of the vault also contains rows of numbered boxes that contain classified documents in the vault for storage.  Storage racks 
have been removed from inside the vault as evident from the remaining bolt holes in the walls, floor and ceiling.  

The mechanical/electrical room is located in the southeast corner of the building.  This room contains air conditioning and electrical types of equipment and control boxes for the 
building, including an emergency backup power system.

Building 3727 is used for the secure storage of classified documents and fuel pins.  Types of material considered classified were printed information that would jeopardize 
national security; more specifically information about testing new technology, processes or materials being performed at Hanford, fuel manufacturing and processing, and 
laboratory results.  Printed materials stored in 3727 will either be properly destroyed or reviewed to determine if they can be declassified.  The 3727 Building was also equipped 
with storage racks designed for holding fuel pins until they were needed.  Fuel pins held nuclear fuel and were formed when pellets were placed into rods.  Fuel pins would be 
placed into bundles and delivered to the reactors.  The building is currently in use and contains boxes of classified materials; the storage racks have been removed and fuel pins 
are no longer stored inside.

The placement of the 3727 building within the 300 Area was important for Hanford Site security.  Fuel pins had to be secured and protected for obvious reasons of national 
security and safety.  Many classified materials were produced within the 300 Area related to its missions including information about fuel fabrication, research and development, 
chemical laboratories, and test reactors.  Documentation regarding any of these missions was strictly classified in reference to national security during the Cold War Era.  It is 
therefore the conclusion of the U.S. Department of Energy that Building 3727 is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A as a 
contributing property within the Hanford Site Manhattan Project and Cold War Era Historic District.
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